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 Vocabulary Words: Grade 3 
 
     Vocabulary words begin to appear in the 1-4 book at Grade 1 and continue through Grade 6.  
Vocabulary lessons appear in the Pupil Edition and present the vocabulary for the selection in  
context.  To answer the need for additional vocabulary instruction, vocabulary activities are added in 
the Pupil Edition beginning in Grade 2.  Every selection, beginning with the 1-4 book, begins with a 
list of vocabulary words.   
     Each word is defined at point-of-use in the Teacher’s Edition, and a teaching transparency is 
provided for the teacher to introduce students to these words in context.  A vocabulary-writing 
connection also includes an opportunity for students to develop more knowledge of vocabulary in 
Trophies. 

 
Book 3-1 

  

   
Theme 1 Selections Vocabulary Words Bonus Words 
Officer Buckle and Gloria department, obeys, 

commands (n.), audience, 
expression, accident, 
noticed 
 

bow, cheer, applauded, 
auditorium, bravo 

Pepita Talks Twice grumble, exploded, 
languages, mumbled, 
streak, stubborn, darted 
 

fetch, ducked, swallowed, 
nuzzled, wiggle 

Nate the Great, San 
Francisco Detective 

detective, case (n., as in 
working on a case), 
specific, assistant, 
definitely, returned, positive 
 

boa, signs, seashell, bridge, 
aisles 

Allie's Basketball Dream aimed, captain, monitor, 
pretended, professional,  
familiar 
 

backboard, basket, rim, 
court, bounded 

  
The Olympic Games: Where 
Heroes Are Made 

ancient, compete, host (n.), 
stadium, medals (n.), record 
(n.), ceremonies, earned 
 

modern, weights, athletes, 
meter, modern, oath 
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 Vocabulary Words: Grade 3 (continued) 
 
Book 3-1 (continued) 

   
Theme 2 Selections Vocabulary Words Bonus Words 
Turtle Bay trained, wise, message, 

patiently, litter, eager 
 

swords, rotten, sponge, 
rubbish, cork 

Balto, the Dog Who Saved 
Nome 

telegraph, drifts (n.), 
temperature, guided, trail, 
splinters 
 

disease, diphtheria, treated, 
solid, village 

Wild Shots, They're My Life  creature, curious, marine 
(adj.), delicate, collapsed, 
survived 

volcano, tortoise, fangs, 
trusting, spines 

 
Little Grunt and the Big Egg brunch, omelet, peaceful, 

erupting, lava, escape (v.) 
 

dinosaur, lizard, 
Tyrannosaurus rex, tribe, 
invite 

Rosie, a Visiting Dog's Story firm (adj., as in stern, 
commanding), confident, 
comfortable, approach, 
equipment, program, 
appointment 
 

harness, badges, pedigrees, 
breeds, shaggy 
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                 Vocabulary Words: Grade 3 (continued) 
 
Book 3-1 (continued) 
 

Theme 3 Selections Vocabulary Words Bonus Words 
The Stories Julian Tells cartwheel, seriously, 

mustache, fastened, beyond, 
collection 
 

robin, squawked, fig tree, 
practice, catalog 

The Talent Show gym, perform, prefer, recite, 
enjoying, billions, roam 
 

costumes, memorized, act, 
parts, lines 

Centerfield Ballhawk ballhawk, vanish, fault, 
depend, concentrate, 
outfielder 
 

ump, plate, inning, glove, 
single 

Ramona Forever glanced, comfort, longed, 
contagious, prescription, 
attention, unexpected 
 

maternity ward, diseases, 
chickenpox, stethoscope, 
inflammation 

Sayings We Share: Proverbs 
and Fables  

generation, persistently, 
illuminated, summoned, 
faithful, fortunate 
 

bamboo, lumbered, croak, 
cultures, sprinted 

Book 3-2   
Theme 1 Selections Vocabulary Words Bonus Words 
Papa Tells Chita a Story colonel, soldier, brambles, 

weary, outstretched, 
stumbling, urgent 
 

pouch, canteen, alligator, 
eagle, oilskin 

Coyote Places the Stars canyon, gazing, skillful, 
arranged, swiftly, pride (n.), 
feast (n.) 
 

soared, waddled, yelped, 
launched, upstream 

Why Mosquitoes Buzz in 
People's Ears 

nonsense, mischief, duty, 
council, satisfied, tidbit 
 

mosquito, iguana, python, 
antelope, owlet 

Lon Po Po latch, dusk, cunning, 
embraced, tender, brittle, 
delighted 

weave, awl, sunset, thorns, 
gingko tree 

 
The Crowded House 

 
wits, wailing, advice, 
dreadful, faring, farewell 
 

 
upstage, downstage, 
offstage, pantomime, 
playwright 
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                          Vocabulary Words: Grade 3 (continued) 
 
Book 3-2 (continued) 
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Theme 2 Selections Vocabulary Words Bonus Words 
Leah's Pony glistened, county, galloped, 

clutched, bid, auctioneer 
 

sow (n.), tractor, fertilize, 
cultivate, plow 

Yippee-Yay! ranchers, profit, tending, 
corral, stray (adj.), market 
 

saddle, stirrups, bridle, 
lariat, frontier 

Boom Town stagecoach, miners, 
nuggets, skillet, settle, 
boom town, landmark 
 

mule, pick and pan (mining 
tools), crust, laundry, lariat 

Cocoa Ice trading (adj.), schooner, 
harvest (v.), machete, pulp, 
bargain, support (v.) 
 

cacao pod, guava, mango, 
cassava, papaya 

If You Made a Million congratulations, value, 
amount, receive, 
combinations, choices 

bank, interest, check, 
clearinghouse, down 
payment 

 
Theme 3 Selections Vocabulary Words Bonus Words 
I'm in Charge of 
Celebrations 

signal (v.), celebrations, 
choosy, average, tracks, 
admiring 
 

beargrass, yuccas, 
whirlwinds, coyote, quail 

Alejandro's Gift windmill, cherished, 
furrows, ample, shunned, 
growth 

underbrush, mesquite, 
saguaro, clearing, sheltered 
(adj. —the condition of 
being protected) 
 

Rocking and Rolling magma, edges, range, 
epicenter, coast (n.), peak 
 

ocean floor, earthquakes, 
ridges, valleys, erosion 

The Armadillo from 
Amarillo 

eventually, converse, 
continent, sphere, universe, 
homeward 
 

prairie, canyon, revolve, 
woodland, landscape 

Visitors from Space  force (n.), nucleus, loops, 
solar wind, particles, 
fluorescent 
 

planets, stars, solar system, 
moons, gravity 
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