
 
 

 Vocabulary Words: Grade 5 
 
  
     Vocabulary words begin to appear in the 1-4 book at Grade 1 and continue through 
Grade 6.  Vocabulary lessons appear in the Pupil Edition and present the vocabulary for 
the selection in context. To answer the need for additional vocabulary instruction, 
vocabulary activities are added in the Pupil Edition beginning in Grade 2.  Every 
selection, beginning with the 1-4 book, begins with a list of vocabulary words.   
The list of words is taught in the Skills and Strategies part of the lesson plan.   
     Each word is defined at point-of-use in the Teacher’s Edition, and a teaching 
transparency is provided for the teacher to introduce students to these words in context.  
A vocabulary-writing connection also includes an opportunity for students to develop 
more knowledge of vocabulary in Trophies. 
 

   
   
Theme 1 Selections Vocabulary Words Bonus Words 
The Hot and Cold Summer authority, souvenir, 

incredible, vow, 
commotion, exhausted 
 

ear plugs, attaché case, 
transistor radio 

Sees Behind Trees tread, moss, sternly, 
compose, exaggerate, 
quiver 
 

reed, hickory, clamshell, 
trout, grapevine, 
hummingbird, gourds 
 

Yang the Third and Her 
Impossible Family 

accompanist, 
accompaniment, audition, 
grimaced, simultaneously, 
sonata 
 

cello, viola, bow, orchestra, 
violin, score 

Dear Mrs. Parks correspondence, ridiculed, 
potential, dignity, inspire, 
counsel, mentor 
 

technology, aerobics, 
cyberspace 

Elena revolution (n.), plunged, 
ravine, mocking, 
determination, condolences 
 

campesinos [farmers], 
sombreros [hats], chispa 
[spark], manta [quilt], 
barrio [neighborhood] 

 
 

            



 

 
 Vocabulary Words: Grade 5 (continued) 
 
 

Theme 2 Selections Vocabulary Words Bonus Words 
We'll Never Forget You, 
Roberto Clemente 

lineup, ace, error, artificial, 
control tower, dedicated 
 

whizzed, boos, bang, roaring, 
crash 

Folk Tales from Asia diligence, entrusted, 
plodded, assured, bountiful, 
destiny 
 

palanquin, portals, crescent, 
fricassee, cauldron, simmering 

Iditarod Dream headquarters, positions, 
handlers, tangle, pace 

Mt. McKinley, Wasilla, Lake 
Lucille, Yentna River, 
Flathorn Lake, Susitna River 
 

Woodsong resembled, retired, snort, 
harness, disengage, bulk, 
pointedly 
 

gangline, booties, snowhook, 
tugs, work team, trapline team 

Island of the Blue Dolphins vainer, pitched, overcome, 
forlorn, gorged, abalone, 
lair 
 

cove, cliff, ravine, mesa 

Theme 3 Selections Vocabulary Words Bonus Words 
Everglades eons, peninsula, scurried, 

multitude, plenitude, 
pondered 
 

roiled, quicksilver, profusion, 
myriad, plethora 
 

Summer of Fire dwindled, tinder, policy, 
canopy, embers, geyser, 
veered 
 

horizons, thunderheads, 
canyons, steam vents, hot 
springs 

Oceans gravitational, bulge, inlet, 
generated, energy, shallow 
 

ripples, breakers, tsunami 

Seeing Earth from Space sensors, reef, lagoon, atoll, 
barren, meander 
 

volcano, lava, coral, 
continents, craters 



 
The Case of the Flying- 
Saucer People 

translation, publicity, 
features, piercing, advanced 
 

faint (“faded”), pupils (“part of 
eye”), federation 
(“organization”), atmosphere, 
extreme 
 



 
 

           Vocabulary Words: Grade 5 (continued) 
 

Theme 4 Selections Vocabulary Words Bonus Words 
Hattie's Birthday Box rations, homestead, 

brooded, concocted, perch, 
undeniable, despair 
 

lanterns, soddy, prairie, 
stovepipe 

William Shakespeare & the 
Globe 

congested, patron, 
dismantle, adornment, 
critical, shareholder, lavish 
 

swarmed, vagabonds, 
thatched, gallery, bard 

The World of William Joyce 
Scrapbook 

illustrating, series, 
encouraged, pastels, 
charcoal 
 

mediums, sketches, layers 

Satchmo's Blues pawnshop, produce, 
errands, numerous, 
international, gravelly 
 

jazz, valves, cornet, high C, 
fiddle, gospel music, chord, 
trumpeter, clarinet, banjo 
 

Evelyn Cisneros: Prima 
Ballerina 

migrant, timid, flexibility, 
devote, scholarship, thrived, 
apprentice 
 

role, curtain, critics, 
company, director, prima 
ballerina 
 

Theme 5 Selections Vocabulary Words Bonus Words 
Off and Running campaign, residence, 

obnoxious, endorse, graffiti 
 

geraniums, azaleas, 
rosebushes, hydrangeas, 
jasmine 
 

Little by Little polio, decipher, astonished, 
immobility, dismay, 
despised 
 

trough, inkwell, ringlets, 
typewriter 
 

Dear Mr. Henshaw insulated, muffle, partition, 
prowls, refinery, grade, 
submitted 
 

electricity, switch, 6-volt 
lantern battery, doorbell 

Frindle beaming, reputation, 
sidetrack, absorbed, aisle, 
oath 
 

stumbled, stooped, 
wrinkled, squinted 



 
The Fun They Had  sorrowfully, loftily, dispute, 

adjusted, nonchalantly 
screens, mechanical teacher, 
dials, punch code, sector 
 



 
 

        Vocabulary Words Grade 5 (continued) 
 

Theme 6 Selections Vocabulary Words Bonus Words 
Across the Wide Dark Sea rigging, furl, huddled, vast, 

beams, lurked, settlement 
 

deck, anchor, mast, bay, 
harbor 

Name This American guarantee, distinguished, 
stumps, misleading, 
indebted, interpreter, 
suffrage, anthem 
 

Revolutionary War, 
Louisiana Territory, War of 
1812 

What’s the Big Idea, Ben 
Franklin? 

edition, suspended, honors, 
contraption, repeal, treaty 
 

grenadiers, sentry box, 
spectacles, apprentice, oil of 
wormwood 
 

Lewis and Clark profusely, ordeal, terrain, 
expedition, dismal, peril, 
esteem 
 

bluff (n.), tributaries, 
vessels, exhilarating, corps 
[as in unit, group, or team] 

Black Frontiers burrowed, migrated, 
installments, exodus, 
designated 
 

spades, oxen, reaper 
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